258
those estimated using simple random sample (SRS) formulas (i.e., those produced by the statistical routines of the most widely used Computer packages, e.g., SPSSX, SAS).
These issues are discussed in greater detail below.
FINDINGS OF STUDIES USING CLMS DATA BASE
Three studies compare CETA participants from the fiscal 1976 and fiscal 1977 Continuous Longitudinal Manpower Surveys with comparison groups selected from the March 1976 or March 1977 Current Population Surveys. These studies were conducted by Westat (1984), SRI International (1984), and the Urban Institute (Bassi et al., 1984).  A fourth study conducted by Mathematica Policy Research (Dickinson et al.f 1984) compares net-impact estimates derived from such CPS comparison groups with those from a true experimental comparison of participants and controls (using data from the Supported Work demonstration program).
The first three CLMS reports differ in their selection of CPS comparison groups and in the analytic models used for net-impact estimation. However, their findings show similar patterns: negative and statistically significant (or negligible) net impacts on post-CETA earnings for young men and positive, but generally insignificant net impacts for young women. Only on-the-job training seems to produce positive gains for most groups, and work experience is universally negative in its impact on earnings. Among the studies, the Urban Institute reported the greatest negative impacts and Westat the most positive; the SRI results were in-between. Again, however, it is important to note that these findings may be biased estimates of the true impacts of CETA on youths and, äs such, may offer an inappropriate assessment of the overall program.
Analysis Strategies
Each of the three CLMS-CETA evaluations used three data sets:  (1) CETA participants selected from the Continuous Longitudinal Manpower Survey of program entrants from July l, 1975, to June 30, 1976, and/or from July l, 1976, to June 30, 1977 (Westat also conducted some pre-liminary analysis on an earlier cohort); (2) nationally representative samples of individuals from the Current Population Survey of March 1976 and/or March 1977; and (3) earnings (up to the Social Security tax limit) for both CETA participants from the CLMS and individuals selected from the CPS. Net-impact estimates are based on differences in prepro-gram and postprogram earnings between the CLMS-CETA participants and earnings changes for similar individuals from the CPS file.
This combination of data appears to offer many distinct advantages over the YEDPA studies discussed in Chapters 4 through 8.  The samples are large and nationally representative and cover several years of CETA programs. Annual earnings data are available from Social Security Administration (SSA) files from 1951 to 1979. Comparable data are

